Hammer K3 Winner

Get European accuracy and quality at a great price.

ostwoodworkers only dream
about owning a European
sliding table saw. The size

and price tend to be limiting factors,
particularly for those not makingaliv-
ing from their woodcraft. The Hammer
K3 Winner series of table saws breaks
new ground on both fronts.

Hammer, a part of the Felder Group,
has managed to include all the perfor-
mance of a high-end sliding table saw
for only about 10 percent more than
a quality American cabinet saw. But
the competitive price and size doesn’t
mean the company skimped on quality.

Out of the box (technically off the
shipping pallet), the K3 Winner comes
nearly fully assembled and ready to go
towork. Iinvested little time in putting
together the rip and crosscut fences —
both came accurately calibrated.

Not only was the 90° stop on the
crosscut fence accurate, but the flip-
stop scale was dead-on as well. “As-
sembly” was as simple as sliding the
aluminum extrusion along the mount-
ing plates until it hit the positive stop.

Imade my first test cut with the stop
setat the 16" mark and the board came
off the saw exactly 16" long. When it
comes to accuracy, there justisn’tany
more you can ask.

The saw comes loaded with some
great features; the sliding table is the
most useful. If you build lots of case
pieces, the sliding table is far more
than a convenience — it speeds work

K3 Winner 31 x 31
Hammer = hammerusa.com
Street price = from $3,699
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significantly. Plus, its accuracy makes
itajoy to use.

Another feature I like is the gener-
ous access for changing blades. Not
only is there a ton of room, it’s easy
to get to: Move the slider completely
out of the way, slide the guard in the
opposite direction and you have total
access to theretaining bolt and flange.
Afteryears of sticking my hands inside
American-made saws, it’s a pleasure to
not bang my knuckles on the edge of
a castiron top.

The Hammer can handle both 10"
and 12" blades, but not with your stan-
dard 8" arbor. The K3 usesa30mmar-
bor with twinlocating pins. This means
added expense for blade purchases,
butitalso meansyou'll get cleaner cuts
with no blade slippage.

The blade stabilizer is held in place
with a socket-cap screw, so changing
blades with an Allen wrench seems a
bit odd at first.

Dust collection is extremely efficient
on this saw and there’s virtually no
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Solid. The K3
Winner offers solid
European perfor-
mance in about the
same footprint as an
average U.S. cabi-
net saw. The blade
is easily accessible,
and dust collection
is integrated with

| the guard and riving

vibration. The machine is solid and,
withasingle-phase 4-horsepower mo-
tor, has enough muscle to tackle the
toughest materials.

The one complaint I have is the ad-
justment handle—and yes, “handle” is
singular. There is one mobile adjust-
ment wheel for both height and angle
changes. You need to move the wheel
from the front of the saw to the side
and back to make changes. If you're not
paying attention, you could be spin-
ning your wheel without effecting the
desired change.

The K3 Winner 31 x 31 saw gives you
31" of crosscutand rip capacity (though
custom configurations are available),
but it only occupies and inch or two
more floor space than a Powermatic
66 saw with a 30" rip fence.

If you're looking to bring European
precision to your woodworking, the
Hammer K3 Winner gives you all the
features yowll want at a reasonable
price.

— Chuck Bender
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